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T e c h n i c a l  B u l l e t i n  ï  
B u i l d i n g  A  D e c k  O v e r  D r y  S p a c e  

 

Dry Space Design 

The market is full of products designed to create a dry space under your deck, from composite deck boards that are designed to create a 

seal and gutter systems designed to collect and direct water away from the dwelling.  But if you want to build a deck over a dry space the 

best practice is to build a roof structure with a waterproof membrane and install your deck on top of it using a roof deck system on top 

of it .  

 

This can be done by using pedestals with deck tiles or pedestals with conventional decking. The Iron Woods Roof Deck, Deck Tile and 

Pedestal System is designed for just such an application.  

 

As you can see on the home below the architect designed a conventional flat (slightly sloped) roof system covered with an EPDM rubber 

roof membrane creating a long term performance dry space below. The added benefit of building a Dry Space Deck in this manner is 

that you have the ability to apply porch ceiling materials in a conventional manner below your deck.  
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In this example the architect has chosen to apply the Iron Woods Screw Jack Self leveling pedestal system with 2x4 pressure treated 

joists, and conventional Iron Woods Ipe decking face screwed and plugged. The same structural design would apply to the use of deck 

tiles on pedestals as well.  

 

This designer chose steel joist for this project however wood joist would be equally acceptable. The above diagram simply provides a 

general idea of the Best Practices to follow when designing a Dry Space Deck. While underdeck rain collection and diversion products are 

available we believe the construction of what is in essence a flat roof system is the superior solution.    
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Conventional Deck on Pedestals 
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Deck Tiles on Pedestals 

In this example the architect has chosen to apply the Iron Woods Screw Jack Self leveling pedestal system with 2ʇ x 2ʇ Iron Woods Ipe 

deck tiles. 

 
 

 

 

 

     
 

    
 

For more information please see our Iron Woods Roof Deck, Deck Tile and Pedestal System Brochure and Installation Guide. 

 


